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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action is in response to Election/Restriction Requirement filed 
September 23, 2004. Group I, consisting of claims 1-30, has been elected 
without traverse. Claims 1-30 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Chapman et al. (hereinafter "Chapman", US 6,522,421 B2) in view of 
Weiser (US 5,920,404). 

As per claim 1 , Chapman discloses an apparatus, comprising: 

• A communication unit which receives email through a communication line, the 
email having been sent by a user and including a first identifier and data 
(column 1, lines 65-67, column 2, lines 1-2, 37-39, column 3, lines 15-20, 56- 
60); 

• An accumulation unit which stores therein the data (column 4, lines 6-12); 

• A printout unit (column 2, lines 35-40, column 3, lines 29-32); 
Chapman does not explicitly disclose: 
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• An input unit which receives a second identifier entered by the user through 
direct operation thereof; 

• A control unit which controls said printout unit to print the data corresponding 
to the first identifier by reading the data from said accumulation unit if the 
second identifier matches the first identifier. 

However, in an analogous art, Weiser teaches a facsimile processor that enables 
an individual to enter a user identifier and a dynamic function code. Also, a 
security code can be used to establish security for a particular function. The 
security code will be checked to ensure that the password associated with the 
user has been correctly entered. The facsimile extracts the dynamic function 
code to perform the specific task associated with the dynamic function code 
(column 4, lines 20-28, 55-67). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Weiser's input 
unit that receives identifiers and a control unit that controls printout unit according 
to identifiers entered in Chapman's apparatus in order to determine if the entered 
user identifier is valid and to obtain information which may be specific to that 
particular user. 

As per claim 2, Chapman discloses the apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein said communication unit is connected to the Internet and at least one of 
a facsimile line and a local area network (column 3, lines 56-67). 
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As per claims 3 and 24, Chapman discloses the apparatus as claimed in 
claims 1 and 23, wherein said accumulation unit includes: 

• A private accumulation unit (column 4, lines 6-12); 

• An output accumulation unit, wherein said control unit stores the data of the 
email including the first identifier in said private accumulation unit, and stores 
data of email failing to include the first identifier in said output accumulation 
unit to control said printout unit to print the data stored in said output 
accumulation unit immediately after the storing of the data in said output 
accumulation unit (column 2, lines 58-67, column 4, lines 8-15). 

As per claim 4, Chapman discloses the apparatus as claimed in claim 3, 
wherein the first identifier is an identifier specifying a sender, an identifier 
specifying a destination, or an identifier specifying both the sender and the 
destination (18-20, 34-36). 

As per claim 5, Chapman further discloses the apparatus as claimed in 
claim 3, wherein said accumulation unit further includes 

• A storage accumulation unit (column 4, lines 8-1 5); 

• Said control unit stores data of email including a storage identifier in said 
storage accumulation unit (column 2, lines 58-67, column 3, lines 33-41). 

As per claim 6, Chapman discloses the apparatus as claimed in claim 2, 
wherein said control unit transmits the data stored in the accumulation unit 
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through said communication unit in response to the first identifier (column 2, lines 
58-67, column 4, lines 8-15). 

As per claim 7, Chapman discloses the apparatus as claimed in claim 6, 
further comprising a format conversion unit which converts a format of the data 
stored in said accumulation unit (column 3, lines 56-65). 

As per claim 8, Chapman discloses the apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
constituting part of facsimile apparatus (column 3, lines 56-67). 

As per claim 9, Chapman discloses the apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
constituting part of printer apparatus (column 1, lines 65-67, column 2, lines 35- 
39, column 3, lines 5-6, 30-32). 

As per claim 10, Chapman discloses the apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
constituting part of a digital copier that includes at least one of a facsimile 
function and a printer function (column 3, lines 56-67). 

As per claim 11, Chapman further discloses the apparatus as claimed in 
claim 1 .constituting part of a computer (column 2, lines 20-30). 

As per claim 12, Chapman discloses the apparatus as claimed in claim 1. 



Application/Control Number: 09/783,594 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2157 

Chapman does not explicitly disclose wherein the data stored in the 
accumulation unit is deleted when a first predetermined time period passes after 
the storing of the data in the accumulation unit. 

However, in an analogous art, Weiser discloses administration allowing entry, 
deletion, and modification of the various attributes associated with a user of the 
messaging environment (column 10, lines 64-67, column 11, lines 7-9, column 
14, lines 61-64). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Weiser's deleting 
of data in Chapman's apparatus in order to clean up available memory. 

As per claim 13, Chapman discloses the apparatus as claimed in claim 12. 
Chapman does not explicitly disclose wherein the data stored in the 
accumulation unit is deleted when a second predetermined time period passes 
after the data is read from the accumulation unit. 

However, in an analogous art, Weiser discloses administration allowing entry, 
deletion, and modification of the various attributes associated with a user of the 
messaging environment (column 10, lines 64-67, column 11, lines 7-9, column 
14, lines 61-64). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Weiser's deleting 
of data in Chapman's apparatus in order to clean up available memory. 
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As per claim 14, Chapman discloses the apparatus as claimed in claim 12. 
Chapman does not explicitly disclose wherein the first predetermined time period 
and the second predetermined time period are set flexibly in response to an 
available memory space of said accumulation unit. 

However, in an analogous art, Weiser discloses administration allowing entry, 
deletion, and modification of the various attributes associated with a user of the 
messaging environment (column 10, lines 64-67, column 11, lines 7-9, column 
14, lines 61-64). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Weiser's deleting 
of data in Chapman's apparatus in order to clean up available memory. 

As per claim 15, Chapman discloses the apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
further comprising a copyright management unit which prints information about 
copyright on a printout of the data if the data has copyright information attached 
thereto (column 3, lines 33-40). 

As per claim 16, Chapman discloses the apparatus as claimed in claim 15, 
wherein said copyright management unit makes record of a royalty fee 
associated with use of the copyright (column 3, lines 33-40). 
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As per claim 17, Chapman discloses the apparatus as claimed in claim 15, 
wherein a print position and print size of said information about copyright is 
adjustable (column 3, lines 42-50). 

As per claim 18, Chapman discloses the apparatus as claimed in claim 1. 
Chapman does not explicitly disclose: 

• A random number generation unit; 

• A number record unit which stores therein a random number generated by 
said random number generation unit as a password; 

• A password record unit which is provided as nonvolatile memory as part of 
said accumulation unit, and stores therein the password; and 

• A permission unit which allows access to the data of said accumulation unit if 
the password stored in said number record unit matches the password stored 
in said password record unit at a time of power on. 

However, Weiser discloses to determine if the entered user identifier is valid and 
to obtain information which may be specific to that particular user, document 
routing module can access a system database of users, such as directory 
services. Directory services maintains a record, or object, for each user of 
messaging environment. Each record contains various attributes, or information, 
for each user, such as a messaging environment user identifier which is used by 
document routing module instead of the user identifier obtained from the 
communications data field (column 8, lines 25-55). 
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Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made would have found it obvious to incorporate or implement Weiser's random 
number generator, number record unit, password record unit, and permission unit 
in order to determine whether a user entered a valid user identifier. 

As per claim 19, Chapman discloses the apparatus as claimed in claim 18, 
further comprising an encryption unit which encrypts the password (column 3, 
lines 34-36, 40-42). 

As per claim 20, Chapman discloses the apparatus as claimed in claim18. 
Chapman does not explicitly wherein said random number generation unit 
generates a new random number each time power is turned on, and the new 
random number is stored in said password record unit as a password. 
However, Weiser discloses to determine if the entered user identifier is valid and 
to obtain information which may be specific to that particular user, document 
routing module can access a system database of users, such as directory 
services. Directory services maintains a record, or object, for each user of 
messaging environment. Each record contains various attributes, or information, 
for each user, such as a messaging environment user identifier which is used by 
document routing module instead of the user identifier obtained from the 
communications data field (column 8, lines 25-55). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made would have found it obvious to incorporate or implement Weiser's random 
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number generator, number record unit, password record unit, and permission unit 
in order to determine whether a user entered a valid user identifier. 

As per claim 21, Chapman discloses the apparatus as claimed in claim 18. 
Chapman does not disclose wherein the password is updated upon passage of a 
predetermined time period after the password is recorded in the password record 
unit. 

However, Weiser discloses to determine if the entered user identifier is valid and 
to obtain information which may be specific to that particular user, document 
routing module can access a system database of users, such as directory 
services. Directory services maintains a record, or object, for each user of 
messaging environment. Each record contains various attributes, or information, 
for each user, such as a messaging environment user identifier which is used by 
document routing module instead of the user identifier obtained from the 
communications data field (column 8, lines 25-55). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made would have found it obvious to incorporate or implement Weiser's random 
number generator, number record unit, password record unit, and permission unit 
in order to determine whether a user entered a valid user identifier. 

As per claim 22, Chapman discloses the apparatus as claimed in claim 1 , 
wherein said communication unit receives by email a transfer identifier including 
the first identifier and a transfer destination email address, and said control 
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unit reads the data corresponding to the first identifier included in the transfer 
identifier from the accumulation unit, followed by transferring the read data to the 
transfer destination email address (column 14-25). 

As per claim 23, Chapman discloses the apparatus as claimed in claim 22. 
Chapman does not explicitly disclose wherein said control unit generates a 
transfer identifier including the second identifier and an email address of said 
apparatus if no data stored in said accumulation unit corresponds to the second 
identifier, and sends the generated transfer identifier to at least one other 
apparatus identical to the claimed apparatus. 

However, in an analogous art, Weiser teaches a facsimile processor that enables 
an individual to enter a user identifier and a dynamic function code. Also, a 
security code can be used to establish security for a particular function. The 
security code will be checked to ensure that the password associated with the 
user has been correctly entered. The facsimile extracts the dynamic function 
code to perform the specific task associated with the dynamic function code 
(column 4, lines 20-28, 55-67). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Weiser's input 
unit that receives identifiers and a control unit that controls printout unit according 
to identifiers entered in Chapman's apparatus in order to determine if the entered 
user identifier is valid and to obtain information which may be specific to that 
particular user. 
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As per claim 25, Chapman discloses the apparatus as claimed in claim 24, 
wherein said control unit attaches, to the generated transfer identifier, an 
instruction requesting that data be transferred by email including no first identifier 
(column 2, lines 58-67, column 3, lines 33-41). 

As per claim 26, Chapman discloses the apparatus as claimed in claim 1 , 
wherein said control unit controls said printout unit according to instructions of a 
processing instruction text, and transfers the data and the processing instruction 
text to another apparatus identical to the claimed apparatus if the email includes 
the processing instruction text (column 3, lines 33-50). 

As per claim 27, Chapman discloses the apparatus as claimed in claim 26, 
wherein said processing instruction text includes a description of one or more 
addresses of one or more transfer destination apparatuses (column 4, lines 1-6). 

As per claim 28, Chapman discloses the apparatus as claimed in claim 26, 
wherein said processing instruction text includes a description of page numbers 
and a number of printed copies (column 3, lines 33-50). 

As per claim 29, Chapman further discloses the apparatus as claimed in 
claim 26, further comprising processing definition unit which stores therein 
abbreviated transfer destinations and corresponding unabbreviated transfer 
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destinations, wherein said control unit refers to said processing definition unit if a 
destination specified in the processing instruction text is described by an 
abbreviation, and converts the abbreviation of the destination into an 
unabbreviated destination (column 3, lines 55-60, column 4, lines 5-15). 

As per claim 30, Chapman discloses the apparatus as claimed in claim 26. 
Chapman does not explicitly disclose: 

• A relevant transfer destination record unit which stores therein information 
regarding positions of transfer destinations and availability of data transfer 
(column 7, lines 28-31, column 8, lines 4-15); 

• An optimum route selection unit which refers to said relevant transfer 
destination record unit to select an optimum route, and changes a description 
of a transfer destination in the processing instruction text according to the 
selected optimum route (column 8, lines 40-65). 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
US 6,240,445 B1 
US 6,292,211 B1 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Barbara N Burgess whose telephone number 



Application/Control Number: 09/783,594 Page 
Art Unit: 2157 

is (571) 272-3996. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00am- 
4:00pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571) 272-4001 . The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 

Barbara N Burgess 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2157 

January 24, 2005 



